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These excerpts are from two speeches that Donald Trump gave on the same day – August 31, 2016.  
The first excerpt is from the opening of Trump’s remarks that morning at a press conference in Mexico 
City following his meeting with Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto.  
 
 
Thank you. It is a great honor to be 
invited by you, Mr. President. A 
great, great honor. Thank you. We 
had a very substantive, direct, and 
constructive exchange of ideas over 
quite a period of time. I was 
straightforward in presenting my 
views about the impacts of current 
trade and immigration policies on the 
United States. As you know, I love 
the United States very much and we 
want to make sure that the people of 
the United States are very well 
protected. You equally expressed 
your feelings and your love for 
Mexico. 
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The United States and Mexico share a 2,000 mile border, a half a trillion dollars in annual trade, and 
one million legal border crossings each and every day. We’re united by our support of democracy, a 
great love for our people, and contributions of millions of Mexican-Americans to the United States. And I 
happen to have a tremendous feeling for Mexican-Americans not only in terms of friendships, but in 
terms of the tremendous numbers that I employ in the United States and they are amazing people. 
Amazing people. 
 
I have many friends, so many friends, and so many friends coming to Mexico and in Mexico. I’m proud 
to say how many people I employ and the United States first, second, and third generation Mexicans are 
just beyond reproach. Spectacular, spectacular, hard-working people. I have such great respect for them, 
and their strong values of family, faith, and community. 
 
We all share a common interest in keeping our hemisphere safe, prosperous, and free. No one wins in 
either country when human smugglers and drug traffickers prey on innocent people. When cartels 
commit acts of violence. When illegal weapons and cash flow from the United States into Mexico or 
when migrants from Central America make the dangerous trek, and it is very, very dangerous, into 
Mexico or the United States without legal authorization. 
 
 
The second excerpt is from the end section of an afternoon speech to a rally of Trump supporters in 
Phoenix: 
 
For those here illegally today, who are seeking legal status, they will have one route and one route only. 
To return home and apply for reentry like everybody else, under the rules of the new legal immigration 
system that I have outlined above. Those who have left to seek entry — 
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Those who have left to seek entry under this new system — and it will be an efficient system — will not 
be awarded surplus visas, but will have to apply for entry under the immigration caps or limits that will 
be established in the future. We will break the cycle of amnesty and illegal immigration. We will break 
the cycle. There will be no amnesty. 
 
Our message to the world will be this. You cannot obtain legal status or become a citizen of the United 
States by illegally entering our country. Can’t do it. 
 
This declaration alone will help stop the crisis of illegal crossings and illegal overstays, very importantly. 
People will know that you can’t just smuggle in, hunker down and wait to be legalized. It’s not going to 
work that way. Those days are over. 
 
Importantly, in several years when we have accomplished all of our enforcement and deportation goals 
and truly ended illegal immigration for good, including the construction of a great wall, which we will 
have built in record time. And at a reasonable cost, which you never hear from the government. 
 
And the establishment of our new lawful immigration system then and only then will we be in a position 
to consider the appropriate disposition of those individuals who remain. 
 
That discussion can take place only in an atmosphere in which illegal immigration is a memory of the 
past, no longer with us, allowing us to weigh the different options available based on the new 
circumstances at the time. 
 
Right now, however, we’re in the middle of a jobs crisis, a border crisis and a terrorism crisis like never 
before. All energies of the federal government and the legislative process must now be focused on 
immigration security. That is the only conversation we should be having at this time, immigration 
security. Cut it off. 
Whether it’s dangerous materials being smuggled across the border, terrorists entering on visas or 
Americans losing their jobs to foreign workers, these are the problems we must now focus on fixing. 
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